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SUBJECT: WMO: POTENTIAL U.S. CANDIDATE EOR WMO 
SECRETARY GENERAL: DR. ROBERT M. WHITE 

REF: STATE A-4947 

1. EMBASSY SCICOUNSELOR HAS INFORMALLY DISCUSSED 
POSSIBLE CANDIDACY OE DR. ROBERT WHITE EOR WMO SECRETARY 
GENERAL WITH ERG EOREIGN OEFICE (SCHMITZ) AND WITH 
GERMAN WMO PERMREP (PROP. LINGELBACH), USING TALKING 
POINTS OP PARA 7 REPAIR. 

2. SCHMITZ APPRECIATED BEING INFORMED OP OUR INTEREST 
IN DR. WHITE'S CANDIDACY BUT SAID THERE WAS LOTS OP 
TIME BEPORE POCUSSING ON ISSUE. 

3. LINGELBACH, HOWEVER, APPEARED MUCH MORE WELL 
INPORMED; NOTED THAT SUBJECT OP DR. DAVIES REPLACEMENT 
WAS ALREADY BEING DISCUSSED AMONG WMO REPS (HE 
SEEMED CONVINCED THAT DAVIES WILL NOT STAND EOR 
REELECTION); AND STATED EMPHATICALLY THAT HE COULD 
THINK OP NO ONE MORE QUALIFIED TO BE WMO SECRETARY 
GENERAL THAN WHITE. HE COMMENTED, HOWEVER, ON PRESSURE 
PROM LDC'S EOR SMALL COUNTRY CANDIDATE. HE DOUBTS 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BONN 00286 06I7I7Z 

THAT ANY SUCH CANDIDATE WOULD HAVE THE NECESSARY 
MANAGERIAL ABILITY OR EXPERIENCE TO DO AN EFPECTIVE 
JOB AS WMO SECRETARY GENERAL. 

4. LINGELBACH SAID THAT EUROPEAN WMO DIRECTORS WILL 
MEET THIS MAY IN ICELAND AND HE WAS SURE THAT SUBJECT 
OP DR. DAVIES REPLACEMENT WOULD BE DISCUSSED THEN. 
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